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His plane was in a spin, plunging toward earth....he 
fought for his breath. His head was whirling along 
with the gyrating movement of the 
plane...18,000...12,000...10,000 and still falling. After 
fighting to clear his head of dizziness, he regained 
control of his plane at 8,000 feet. 

He was just twenty one years old and flying a mission 
with eight other planes. After finishing the mission, 

they headed back, only to be interupted by bad weather. Ken became seperated 
from the rest of the planes and had no radio contact. 

He was running very low on gas and knew he had to land the plane soon. He flew 
over Japanese islands and was shot at by fighter planes. He had to land quickly so 
he flew over a body of water and made a crash landing. 

Not long after, three canoes started coming towards him. There was five men in 
the three canoes and they were friendly Filipinos. They reached him and not long 
after the Japanese opened fire on the canoes from shore and everybody went 
overboard. Ken was alone again, but not for long. A Japanese soldier took one of 
the canoes left by the natives out in the direction of Ken. When he was within 200 
feet, Ken took his .45 and shot at the soldier. He missed because of the waves but 
scared the soldier back to land. 

When it became dark, Ken finally swam to shore. When he got to land he found 
out he had been in the water for over 7 hours. He stopped and hid for two nights. 
After these two nights, he left his hiding spot and found some natives in the 
jungle. One of the natives spoke a little English and helped Ken get some food and 
gave him shelter. They helped Ken to the other side of the island where they had 
arranged for a ship to pick Ken up and go to the island of Santa Rosa. This is 
where Ken met his now good friend, captain of the ship, Eleuterio Baring. 



From this small island, Ken was passed from one small island to the next by the 
friendly natives until he reached the small island of Northern Leyte. From there he 
was flown to the U.S. Air Force base at Samar Island. 

Rescue Route 

Figures on this map mark the rescue route of 
Kenneth Pomasl. Terry, of Mactan Island , figure 2, 
took him to Santa Rosa, (3) Caubian, (4) and 
Nanocen. These were all small island between 
Cebu where Ken's plane went down and Leyte 
where Ken had flown from. From Nanocen they 
traveled to Babybay (6) on the island of Leyte. 
From there he caught a plane ride to Guiuan, U.S. 
Air Force base at Samar Island. He stayed in the 
Pacific area for the duration of the war. 

Kenny Pomasl now lives in Durand in the summer 
and just recently sold the Ford dealership in town. He moves South during the 
winter to escape the cold weather. He plays a lot of golf in the summer at the 
Durand course and in the winter in a resort where he stays. 

 

This page created by Jeff Poeschel in honor of his grandfather, Ken McMahon, 
who is a constant golfing buddy of Ken Pomasl. 

 


